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Gua Kajang, one of the many caves in Lenggong
where human remains dating back thousands of
years have been found. ST PHOTO: RAM ANAND

Skeletons,
fireflies and
much more

Malaysia has begun efforts to promote archae-
ey | @ ological tourism in its lesser-known towns,

EEESS = == - e e i where visitors are introduced to conservation
Mestled in a valley between the Bintang henderoh Lake. It may be a sleepy hamlet filled or historical sites while sampling local culture.

g

with greenery, bodies of water and only 15,000 mostly-agrarian inhabitants, but it boasts a rich archaeological history. ST PHOTOS: RAM ANAND

[Lost world
of Malaysia

Little-known Unesco site in Perak hopes its
archaeological past will spark tourism boom

Stone Age where stone tools like

the powder, called bedak sejuk, as
an odd job with a dozen customers
per month. But since Mr Nasir
started taking visitors to watch her
at work, her sales have more than
quadrupled.
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I got a taste of this when [ spent five days in
three towns in the north of Perak - Lenggong,
Taiping and Kuala Sepetang — in June.

Lenggong is home to the Lenggong Valley, a
Unesco world heritage site for archaeology.
Here, I traversed caves where human remains
that are thousands of years old were found,
and visited a gallery where a replica of the
11,000-year-old Perak Man skeleton - the
most complete such skeleton in South-east
Asia—ishoused.

The area is scenic and serene, with a man-
made lake and the tropical forests of the Bin-
tang and Titiwangsa mountain ranges.

A guided visit to Bukit Bunuh will reveal the
location of a prehistoric meteorite crash site
some 183 million years ago. Stone tools found
in the area indicate the existence of prehis-
toric humans in this valley.

Lenggong has also preserved its agricultural
way of life and its food. Lunch at the Dangau
Mak Aini eatery comprises traditional Malay
dishes of fish and vegetables enjoyed while sit-
ting cross-legged in a farmer’s hut, which mys-
tifyingly stays cool despite the hot weather.

I recommend taking a cruise on Chenderoh
Lake, where you might enjoy a gorgeous sun-
set against the backdrop of either of the two
mountain ranges, dotted with village hamlets
enveloped inrelative silence.

I enjoyed a no-frills, yet comfortable stay at
Rumah Tiang 16, hosted by Lenggong native
Abdul Nasir Jalaludin in his private home,
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A little-known town in Malaysia’s

Parts of the town are mysteri-
ously covered in hardened vol-
canic ash, which scientists believe

this month. But she already has a
successor for her business in her
daughter, who has become con-

dinner consisting of local dishes.

cluding the Perak Museum, Malaysia's first
museum, the country’s first railway track, and
the oldest coffee mill, Antong Cafe.
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2012 - the only such site in
Malaysia under that category.

The town and its surrounding vil-
lages are home to sites that contain
evidence of prehistoric settle-
ments dating back nearly two mil-
lion years.

It is famous among historians for
being the discovery site of the
Perak Man, South-east Asia's old-
est most complete human skeleton
todate.

Perak Man - found in 1991 in a
cave in Lenggong's limestone hill
complex - is estimated to be
11,000 years old. The museum
housing the skeleton is currently
closed for upgrading works, but a
replica can be found at Universiti
Sains Malaysia’s field centre, while
the cave is open to those who visit

This drove him to scrap his early
retirement plans and tap his hospi-
tality experience to turn part of his
home into a guesthouse — with the
condition that visitors sign up for
his whole cultural experience of
Lenggong — eating local fare, dis-
covering local produce, and visit-
ing the archaeological sites.

“What we have is our culture,
and people cannot imitate our cul-
ture,” said Mr Nasir, who calls Leng-
gongthe “lost world of Malaysia”.

From his home, Rumah Tiang 16
(House Post 16), he champions
community-based tourism.

“Tourism is very green,” he
added. “You don't have to cut
down anything to generate an in-
come.”

Among those who have bene-

of Lenggong have now come under
the umbrella of Think City, a city-
making organisation established
by Malaysia’s sovereign wealth
fund Khazanah Nasional.

Think City, which has worked on
urban regeneration projects in
Penang, Kuala Lumpur and Johor
Bahru, has now set its sights on
building an archaeo-tourism net-
work in Malaysia's northern corri-
dor, with Lenggong as one of the fo-
Cus towns,

The RM10 million ($$3.1 million)
project is expected to take 10 years
toreach full fruition.

“Cultural tourism now makes up
40 per cent of all tourism. That
trend is also emerging in Asia and
South-east Asia,” said Think City
managing director Hamdan Abdul
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sites are workshops from the early
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